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22 July 2020

Please reply to: 
Contact: Gill Scott
Direct line: 01784 444243
E-mail: g.scott@spelthorne.gov.uk

To the Councillors of Spelthorne Borough Council

I hereby summon you to attend a meeting of the Council to be held remotely via Skype for 
Business video conferencing on Thursday, 30 July 2020 commencing at 6.00 pm for the 
transaction of the following business. 

Daniel Mouawad
Chief Executive

Councillors are encouraged to wear their badge of past office at the Council meeting.

Councillors are reminded to notify Committee Services of any Gifts and Hospitality offered 
to you since the last Council meeting so that these may be entered in the Gifts and 
Hospitality Declaration book. 



AGENDA

Description Page nos.

1.  Apologies for absence
To receive any apologies for non-attendance.

2.  Minutes
To confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Annual Council 
meeting held on 18 June 2020 and the Extraordinary Council meetings 
held on 25 June and 2 July 2020.

11 - 24

3.  Disclosures of Interest
To receive any disclosures of interest from Councillors in accordance 
with the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members.

4.  Announcements from the Mayor
To receive any announcements from the Mayor.

5.  Announcements from the Leader
To receive any announcements from the Leader.

6.  Announcements from the Chief Executive
To receive any announcements from the Chief Executive.

7.  Update on the Council's Emergency Response to COVID-19
To receive a verbal update on Spelthorne Borough Council’s emergency 
response to COVID-19 and the resulting financial impact. 

8.  Questions from members of the public
The Leader, or his nominee, to answer any questions raised by 
members of the public in accordance with Standing Order 14.

Note: the deadline for questions to be considered at this meeting is 12 
noon on Thursday 23 July 2020.

Question from Mr. A. Woodward

“In answer to my earlier question about why Spelthorne Borough 
Council had not declared a Climate Emergency I was informed that “we 
do not feel that we must declare a climate emergency in order to deliver 
meaningful action. We believe in action not words.” Could the leader 
detail the meaningful actions that have been taken in the first half of 
2020 to address the Climate Emergency?”



Question from Mr. A. McLuskey

“In the light of the Green Jobs Challenge Fund recently established by 
Government to create new jobs in conjunction with local councils and 
aimed at improving the landscape - will Spelthorne Council commit to 
seeking funding from this source to enable extra, desirable elements 
(such as the rebuilding of the West Lodge) to be added to the scheme 
for a historically themed Nature Reserve on the former Lord Knyvett 
estate in Stanwell?”

Question from Mr C. Hyde

“At the Council meeting on 27 February 2020, the Council was asked to 
consider and respond to a petition which requested “that Spelthorne 
Borough Council does not release 19 Green Belt areas currently 
identified in the Local Plan for building or other commercial purposes 
and to protect the entire existing Green Belt in Spelthorne for 
generations to come”.  The petition had 5,270 signatories when it was 
received by the Council and the number of signatories has now risen to 
over 6100.  On the basis of a 13:13 Council vote and the Deputy 
Mayor’s casting vote, the Council voted to support a motion “that the 
Council notes the petition and keeps the matter under review”.  Five 
months have now passed since the decision to keep the matter under 
review.  What work has been carried out by the Council to take the 
review forward, what decisions have been reached and, in the event 
that no decision has been reached to date, when will a decision be 
forthcoming on the action requested in the petition?”

9.  Petitions
To receive any petitions from members of the public.

10.  Report from the Leader of the Council
To receive the reports from the Leader of the Council on the work of the 
Cabinet at the following meetings:

Extraordinary Cabinet – 8 April 2020 (2 meetings)
Cabinet – 15 July 2020
Extraordinary Cabinet – 22 July 2020 (to follow)

25 - 28

11.  Report from the Chairman of the Audit Committee
To receive the report from the Chairman of the Audit Committee on the 
work of the Committee at its meeting held on 23 July 2020.

To Follow

12.  Report from the Chairman of the Licensing Committee
To receive the report from the Chairman of the Licensing Committee on 
the work of the Committee at its meeting held on 22 July 2020.

To Follow



13.  Report from the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee
To receive the report from the Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee on the work of her Committee at its meeting held on 7 July 
2020.

29 - 30

14.  Report from the Chairman of the Planning Committee
To receive the report from the Chairman of the Planning Committee on 
the work of the Committee at its meetings held between March and July 
2020.

31 - 32

15.  Motions
To receive any motions from Councillors in accordance with Standing 
Order 19.

Note: The deadline for motions to be considered at this meeting was 
Monday 20 July 2020 and 5 were received as follows:

Motion 1.

“This Council resolves to implement a change in decision-making 
governance arrangements, comprising the cessation of the current 
Leader and Cabinet model of governance and the implementation of a 
Full Committee model of governance. This is to be developed during 
2020 with a view to the arrangements taking effect at the earliest 
opportunity, but no later than the commencement of the next Council 
Municipal Year in May 2021, subject to a legally and constitutionally 
robust process. The changes are to be led by the Monitoring Officer and 
the Members Code of Conduct committee and agreed by the Council.”

Proposed by: Cllr Helen Harvey  
Seconded by: Cllr Olivia Rybinski

Motion 2.

The Leader said he would be more inclusive when he was elected and 
yet has not demonstrated this so under Standing Order 28.2 I propose a 
variation to Council Standing Order 8.3 little f.   

I move the following:-

“8.3 little ‘f’ be amended to prevent the Leader assigning all the Outside 
Bodies to his own party as opposed to the councillors best suited to 
carry out these roles.”

Proposed by: Cllr Richard Smith-Ainsley 
Seconded by: Cllr Denise Saliagopoulos



Motion 3. 

This Council seeks to consider a constitutional change away from a 
Leader and Cabinet form of government as specified in the current 
constitution. 
Consideration may be given to a full committee-based system, but all 
options as to change should be considered. In accordance with Article 
15 of the current constitution the monitoring officer (as appropriate 
seeking advice from members’ code of conduct) is asked to prepare a 
report on the proposal to contain:

 A full explanation of the committee-based system using specific 
council examples

 The benefits of a change to such a system
 Other options as to change whether by retaining the current 

system but limiting powers
 Resources needed to rewrite the constitution
 Resources needed for public consultation
 Costs implications of all options
 Time frame for implementation
 Other extraneous obstructions (i.e. Unitary proposals by Surrey 

CC)

Proposed by: Cllr John Boughtflower 
Seconded by: Cllr Jim McIlroy

Motion 4.

“The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee published its 
report on Local authority investment in commercial property on 13th July 
2020.  The Council notes the following conclusions arising from the 
report:

-  That in the view of the PAC, Spelthorne Borough Council borrowing 
from the Public Works Loans Board since 2016 has been excessive and 
undertaken against DHCLG and CIPFA guidance.
-  That in some authorities there have been failings in transparency, with 
decision making by small groups and inadequate scrutiny.

The Council resolves to take the following actions in response to the 
PAC report: 

- To require greater member involvement in all future investment related 
decisions above a defined transaction value.
- To make available to members full information on significant portfolio 
expenditures, lettings and contractual amendments within 14 days of the 
decision.
- To revise accounting structures to clearly separate the property 
investment portfolio from other Council activities and to make this 
segmentation transparent in future reporting to members.
- To establish portfolio performance measures and risk management 
parameters to be reported periodically to members.



The details of these actions are to be agreed by the Leader's Property 
Investment Task Group and submitted to the Council for ratification.”

Proposed by:  Cllr Lawrence Nichols
Seconded by: Cllr Bernie Spoor

16.  Questions on Ward Issues
The Leader, or his nominee, to answer questions from Councillors on 
issues in their Wards, in accordance with Standing Order 15.

Note: the deadline for questions to be considered at this meeting is 12 
noon on Thursday 23 July 2020.

17.  General questions
The Leader, or his nominee, to answer questions from Councillors on 
matters affecting the Borough, in accordance with Standing Order 15.

Note: the deadline for questions to be considered at this meeting is 12 
noon on Thursday 23 July 2020.

Question 1 from Cllr. R.W. Sider, BEM

At the meeting of the full Council on the 18th of July 2019 I placed the 
following Motion before the Council. It was, ‘That Officers investigate 
whether it is feasible to enter into a reciprocal agreement with Surrey 
County Council for Spelthorne Borough Council to act on their behalf to 
remove Travellers encamped when on the highway and append such 
charges involved to Surrey’. It was seconded by Cllr Barnard. The 
motion was debated and the Leader of the Council said- quote - ‘I think 
it is something that we can ask officers to explore and then report back 
to the portfolio holder. On that basis I will support your motion and ask 
members to do likewise.’ The Motion was carried and it was Resolved 
‘That officers investigate whether it is feasible to enter into a reciprocal 
agreement with Surrey County Council for Spelthorne Borough Council 
to act on their behalf to remove Traveller encampments when on the 
highway, and append such charges involved to Surrey County Council.’ 

My question is “It is now one calendar year since the foregoing 
resolution was debated and carried, and again Travellers have 
encamped in Old Charlton Lane, Shepperton, requiring officers from 
Surrey to deliver the relevant documentation to secure their removal. 
Can the Leader of the Council inform me what discussions with Surrey 
have taken place as required by the Motion of the 18th of July 2019, and 
what progress has been made in carrying out the requirements of the 
said resolution.”



Question 2 from Cllr. R.W. Sider, BEM

“After a further invasion and encampment of Travellers in the borough 
in mid- summer last year, I requested that officers pursued through the 
legal means and through the courts, an injunction along the lines that 
had been secured by our neighbouring borough, which would prevent 
them entering Spelthorne on any occasion. After one year, can the 
Leader inform me of the progress that has been made by officers to 
secure such an injunction?”

Question 3 from Cllr. J. Sexton 

“At the Cabinet meeting on 15th July the Leader stated at the very 
beginning ‘Can I remind everyone that mobile phones should be 
switched off or set to silent mode’.  

When Cllr Attewell was reading one of her reports regarding 
homelessness she stopped and said ‘Sorry I’m reading this from my 
phone and someone just tried to call me.’  This was followed shortly 
after by another interruption with Cllr Attewell saying ‘Oh gosh I’m 
never doing this again, I am reading this from my phone and 
people keep ringing me.’ 

Over 86 subscribers have now accessed the recording and it does not 
make the Spelthorne Council Cabinet look very professional. Will the 
Leader now ensure that Cabinet meetings are video recorded, as are 
the Planning Committee meetings, in order to ensure that Cabinet 
members can be seen to be giving the role they are undertaking the 
attention that it deserves.”

Question 4 from Cllr. K. Grant

“Given the importance of the Environment portfolio to our Council 
priorities and the general wellbeing of Spelthorne and its residents, can 
the Leader please explain why this position has not been filled in the 
new Cabinet?  Can he begin to lay out his greener credentials that he 
expressed in his acceptance speech when elected Leader?”

Question 5 from Cllr. S. Dunn

““The Leader of Surrey County Council has announced that he intends 
to make the whole of Surrey one Unitary Authority.  Can the Leader 
please advise us what communication or meetings have taken place to 
inform Spelthorne of these plans?”

18.  Appointment of a representative Trustee
To consider the reappointment of Matthew Calvert as a representative 
trustee of the Laleham Charities – Village Hall and Recreation Ground 
for a further four year period to February 2024.


